
As the University sur-
passes the one-month mark 
of students returning to 
campus, the drastic spike 
in COVID-19 cases that has 
disrupted a smooth transi-
tion into the semester finally 
seems to be on the downturn. 
With the dashboard showing 
25 new positive results from 
Feb. 21 - Feb. 27 as com-
pared to the previous week’s 

131, students are hopeful 
that campus will soon return 
to a bit of normalcy begin-
ning with the return to in-
person classes and activities. 

University President 
John Bravman shares these 
sentiments, as he states in 
his most recent email that 
the decline in cases, “is en-
couraging news and dem-
onstrates the impact of our 
collective efforts to keep our 
community safe.” 

The student body, as 

well as faculty and staff, have 
shown that their compliance 
with the shifting restrictions 
has proven to be effective. 
With the spread of COVID-19 
slowing down, Bravman and 
the administration have made 
it clear that it is just as impor-
tant as ever that the students 
continue to adhere to the 
guidelines that are in place 
in order to keep everyone as 
safe as possible. This includes 
both students on campus as 
well as those in the hotel or 

other quarantine housing. 
One aspect of the COV-

ID-19 spike that has proven 
to be challenging is the quar-
antine period in the hotel for 
students who have tested 
positive or have been identi-
fied as a close contact. The 
University has made it clear 
that there is a zero-tolerance 
policy for students who do 
not follow the restrictions 
that are in place. 

In the most recent email 
sent out from Bravman, he 

reiterates that, “students in 
isolation or quarantine hous-
ing are not permitted to have 
any guests in their rooms. 
This includes other students 
in isolation or quarantine 
housing.” The consequence 
for failure to comply with 
these regulations is the stu-
dent in question being sent 
home to complete the semes-
ter remotely. The adminis-
tration has proven that they 
will not hesitate to imple-

As COVID-19 cases on 
campus rose to unprecedent-
ed levels and classes went 
totally remote in an ensuing 
“shutdown,” little-noticed 
restrictions were also put 
in place to prevent dining 
off-campus. In an email to 
the student body, Univer-
sity President John Brav-
man noted that, “[d]ining 
or drinking in off-campus 
restaurants, bars or other es-
tablishments is a high-risk 
activity and is strongly dis-
couraged at this time. It’s es-
pecially important to avoid 
establishments that are not 
following state policies on 
social distancing” — adding 
a personal plea — “[p]lease: 

For the health and safety of 
the Lewisburg community, 
I am asking you to abide by 
this restriction at this time, 
recognizing that this may 
impinge on many of you and 
many local business owners 
as well.” 

A manager of Matty’s 
Bar and Grill in Lewisburg 
described the effects of 
shutdown on his restaurant 
succinctly. “We’re fortu-
nate that we are connected 
to a hotel, so we often see 
business from students, but 
we did see an effect on the 
amount of customers fol-
lowing the email last week.”

When asked about the 
same restrictions and how 
they have affected business, 
Dave Smith of Mancini’s 

On Feb. 15, 2019 the 
Board of Trustees approved 
the construction of a new 
management and art build-
ing to contribute to the Free-
man College of Manage-
ment and Department of Art 
& Art History at the Uni-
versity. The anticipated cost 
of the construction is $49.6 
million; the University 
has received a tremendous 
amount of support for seek-
ing to deepen the connection 
to a liberal arts education 
through initiatives like this 
shared space.

The new building will 
house labs, art studios and 
an expansion of manage-
ment curriculum that stu-
dents will be encouraged to 
take. The building will also 
consist of resources for the 
Department of Art & Art 
History like studio spaces, 
photography labs, drawing 
studios, digital art labs and 
faculty offices.

As of now, the building 
is scheduled to open at the 
start of the next academic 
year in August 2021. Fac-
ulty are tentatively moving 
into their new offices around 
July of this year. The facili-
ties group is making great 

progress on the interior, 
with virtually all drywall be-
ing installed, painting con-
tinuing as scheduled, and 
furniture arriving sometime 
in early March.

Associate Dean for the 
Freeman College of Man-
agement Mihai Banciu de-
scribed that the arts area of 
the building will have dedi-
cated spaces for drawing, 
digital art, photography and 
3D printing, while the man-
agement side will supply re-
designed space for MGMT 
101 students, a dedicated 
finance lab with access to 
Bloomberg terminals and re-
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Most students have 
probably heard of the Resi-
dential Education program. 
For those who have not, 
Residential Education – of-
ten referred to as ResEd – is 
an office on campus designed 
to help students become en-
gaged in the community, and 
ensure that each student’s 
experience with residential 
housing is fun and construc-
tive. ResEd is composed of 
residential advisors, six com-
munity directors and a Direc-
tor of Residential Education.

Plenty of students likely 
wonder what it’s like to con-
tribute to ResEd’s complex and 
comprehensive services. To 
provide an in-depth look into 
this job, Jillian Padilla, the com-
munity director for Roberts, 
Trax, Kress, and McDonnell, 
has shared with the Bucknellian 
an average day in her life.

Padilla starts her by making 
coffee and checking up on stu-

dents who have been placed into 
quarantine. Owing to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the job of a 
community director has evolved; 
not only are they charged with 
helping build community and 
watching over residence halls, 
but also with helping students 
who are quarantining or in isola-
tion get through that difficult ex-
perience. This part of her day in-
cludes seeing if a student is ready 
to be released, sending check-in 
emails or phone calls and an-
swering any questions these stu-
dents might have regarding Uni-
versity quarantine policy.

After checking in with 
quarantined and isolated 
students, Padilla then has 
a daily meeting over Zoom 
with the other community 
directors (CDs). During this 
time, the CDs check in with 
IT, Student Health and other 
members of the University 
that help support students.

The bulk of Padil-
la’s day is spent checking 
emails, answering student 
questions and having one-

on-one meetings over Zoom 
with her residential advisor 
staff. She also spends a lot 
of time checking in with fa-
cilities to ensure all four of 
the buildings she oversees 
are running smoothly. 

“My favorite part of my 
day is chatting with the RAs and 
seeing how they are doing, how 
classes are going and how they 
are building community in their 
residence halls,” Padilla said.

The pandemic has made 
most people’s days — wheth-
er they be students or faculty 
and staff — heavily reliant 
on Zoom software. Although 
Zoom has become useful dur-
ing this pandemic, it has also 
complicated campus interac-
tions and building community 
in a socially-distanced world. 

“Since switching to 
Zoom, it’s harder to see staff 
around campus. Getting to 
know new staff members, 
being a [source of] support 
and helping them through 
challenges is what I look 
most forward to,” she said.

With the semester now 
in full-swing, many students, 
faculty and staff alike are 
feeling the weight of clubs, 
extracurriculars, and school-
work. CD Padilla has found 
that balancing a work-life bal-
ance is important. To achieve 
this, she has found that having 
a morning routine helps make 
it easier to start the day off 
on the right foot. For her, this 
includes waking up and read-
ing, drinking coffee and walk-
ing her dog Benny; she also 
likes to write a list of things 
she wants to do to make sure 
she’s checking in with herself 
throughout the day. 

“I make sure to tune in 
with myself so I can always 
be ready to be a support and 
available for my staff and 
the residents,” she said. 

Although Padilla and 
the rest of the ResEd staff 
have taken on a different 
role throughout the pan-
demic, they want students to 
know that they are still here 
to support them.
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saturday, february 27
liquor law violation ve-
dder hall: student con-
duct referral

liquor law violation 
hunt hall: student con-
duct referral

sunday, february 28
open lewdness lot 72: 
student conduct refer-
ral

liquor law violation 
swartz hall: arrest

monday, march 1
no incidents 

Tuesday, march 2
drug law violation 
south campus apart-
ments 1: student con-
duct referral

PUBLIC SAFETY LOG

Brief by Juliette Gaggini
News Co-Editor

INTERNATIONAL

DOMESTIC

Indonesian volcano Mount Sinabung erupted on 
Tuesday, March 2, sending ash clouds up to three 
miles in the air. The volcano was inactive for centu-
ries and first began to spark up in 2010. No injuries 
have been reported from the eruption.

The UK government has stood by its decision 
to reduce Humanitarian aid to Yemen. The UK 
will rollback its £164 million contribution given 
in 2019-2020 to £87 million for the foreseeable 
future. Years of intense conflict in Yemen has left 
an estimated two-thirds of the population rely-
ing on humanitarian aid.

U.S. President Joe Biden says doses of the corona-
virus (COVID-19) vaccine could be available for the 
entire American adult population by the end of May 
2021. Biden previously claimed it would not be until 
the end of July that there would be enough doses for 
this population; however on Tuesday, March 2, the 
President said the faster production of the vaccine – 
thanks to a deal between Merck & Co. and the White 
House – will allow for more rapid production.
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al-time market information 
running on a physical ticker 
tape, an enhanced MIDE de-
sign studio with ample space 
for ideation and critique and 
a new analytics lab with 
state-of-the-art technology. 

“The MIDE studio will 
be situated on the third floor, 
between two art spaces, 
which will give that entire 
floor a very creative vibe. We 
will also have a dedicated 
exhibition space on the first 
floor. The building will also 
have a 200-seat auditorium, 
which, like all the classrooms 
in the building will be open 
for programming at the uni-

versity level,” Banciu said. 
Besides faculty, students 

of the Freeman College of 
Management are also very 
eager to take advantage of 
the new Management build-
ing and utilize all the re-
sources it proposes to offer.

“As a sophomore, I will 
be able to get two full years 
and could not be more excit-
ed. Walking by the building 
this year, it is evident how 
much work the University 
is putting in for us students, 
which only adds to the ex-
citement,” Paul Monaco ’23 
said. “I can’t wait to get in-
side and hit the books!”

Texas governor Greg Abbott announced on Tuesday 
that the state will be lifting its state wide mask man-
date and allowing businesses to fully reopen with no 
capacity limits. Abbott’s rollback will go into effect 
next Wednesday, March 10. In opposition to the or-
der, some businesses such as Target and Macy’s an-
nounced that they will continue to require customers 
and workers to wear masks.

COVID CASES DECLINE
CONTINUED FROM A1

ment these consequences to 
those who do not adhere to 
the regulations.

It is no question that the 
10-14 day quarantine period 
in the hotel is not an easy 
feat, and can surely get lone-
ly. “My favorite time of the 
day [in isolation] was wav-
ing to friendly faces through 
my window while they were 
taking their daily outdoor 
time,” Colette Hughes ’23 

said. It is clear that the quar-
antining students are doing 
their best to remain sane 
during their time in the ho-
tel while also adhering to 
the regulations. By continu-
ing to do so and remaining 
safe in every way possible 
while in the hotel or quaran-
tine housing, the University 
campus will certainly con-
tinue to display the positive 
effects of this perseverance. 

Italian Restaurant on Market 
Street noted that, “although I 
was unaware of the campus 
restrictions, yes, I’ve noticed 
a slowdown in student dine-
ins. I also have had many 
reservations from students 
that either cancelled or didn’t 
show — which is a major 
cost as we are already lim-
ited to 50 percent capacity.”

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic has created an environ-
ment on campus and in the 
local community that clearly 
different from previous aca-
demic years, severely limit-
ing the number of events and 
opportunities local restau-
rants are able to cater. With 
the restrictions imposed on 
campus regarding off-cam-
pus dining, an even greater 

loss of traffic was suffered by 
Lewisburg restaurants. 

“The catering has been 
basically gone as a fairly 
large portion of our revenue 
was sports and other cater-
ing. With the sports being 
basically cancelled, I have 
lost both Bucknell and vis-
iting teams as well as other 
swim and track meets that 
have cancelled,” Smith said.

While there is still a 
restriction on dining off-
campus due to risk of CO-
VID-19 transmission in 
town, students are still able 
to support local restaurants 
by ordering delivery or pur-
chasing take-out meals from 
restaurants in the local area 
— most of which offer one 
or both options.

LOCAL BUSINESSES
CONTINUED FROM A1

A “day in the life” of a 
Community Director

Ellie Lowe
Contributing Writer

MANAGEMENT
CONTINUED FROM A1

Campus mourns 
the loss of 

Irene Njuguna

On Saturday, Feb. 20 the 
University community was 
informed of the death of Irene 
Njuguna after contracting 
COVID-19. Njuguna worked 
for the University Dining Ser-
vices Team for 15 years and 
was recently named “Most 
Popular Team Member” in a 
student contest. Born in Ke-

nya, Njuguna migrated to the 
United States with her family 
in 2005, and started working 
for the University. She is de-
scribed as a beacon of light, 
always having a smile on her 
face, and went out of her way 
to learn other languages to 
greet students. Donations can 
be made to be put towards 
her funeral expenses through 
GoFundMe: https://gofund.
me/1b7a3acd.

Kaitlin Bonacci
Editor-In-Chief
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Weis Center Presents:

Art is 
one of the 
few things 

that is continuously evolving and enduring, 
even in times of unprecedented hardship. 
Owing to feelings of isolation, uncertainty 
and restriction arising from the pandem-
ic, it can be difficult to find the beauty in 

things; nevertheless, the University’s Weis 
Center for the Performing Arts has found 
new and innovative ways of meeting their 
goal of inspiring the community and up-
holding their promise to deliver shared ex-
periences through artful performances.

Through their “sessions,” “snaps” and 
“streams,” the Weis Center brings these 

performances right into the homes of all 
University community members. This at-
home approach gives people the sense of 
connection they are missing while also 
sparking important thinking and conver-
sations through music, dance, poetry and 
other forms of artistic expression.

“Since we are no longer able to gather 

together to experience live performing arts 
this year, we seized the opportunity to show-
case the talents of members of the Bucknell 
community through these series,” Execu-
tive Director of the Weis Center Kathryn 
Maguet said. “It’s been a great opportunity 
for performers and speakers to share their 
work through a virtual platform.”

Nicole Yeager
Special Features Editor 

The Purpose of ArtThe Purpose of Art

The Weis Center Sessions, accord-
ing to their website, are “a performance 
series capturing the talent of the Buck-
nell community.” They are recorded and 
produced by the Weis Center; and they 
feature a wide variety of musical, vocal, 
dance, poetry and spoken word readings 
or performances and much more. Re-
corded sessions are released on a weekly 
basis through a YouTube playlist that can 
be found on their website.

“Having not been able to host per-
formances since the pandemic hit, the 
Weis Center Sessions have enabled us to 
continue to showcase the Center’s beauty 
and technical capabilities all while high-
lighting the incredible talent we have on 
campus,” Technical Director at the Weis 
Center Kalen Sowul said.

Each individual or group gets to 
perform on the Weis Center stage under-
neath professional lightwork and cam-
eras. The artist is allowed to perform as 
many times as possible; they even get a 
say in the look and feel of their recorded 
session. Therefore, these sessions feature 
a very comfortable and personal – yet 
professional – style.

Sowul further explained that they 
“have an array of lighting fixtures and 
microphones in the building that would 
typically be used for our many live per-
forming arts events. Using the equipment 
already in place and switching gears into 
a more ‘studio’ feel has been an exciting 
change of pace.”

A handful of these sessions fea-
ture established artists and musicians: 
the band Nine Degrees of Syncopation; 
Ryan Flannery and Taylor Fleming from 
the Ryan Flannery group; and Flora and 
the Gleaners.

The most notable part of the Weis 
Center Sessions, however, is the featured 
students, professors and faculty who share 
their artistic talents with the rest of the 
community. For these, the Weis Center 
directors and other staff often reach out 
to dance, theatre, music and creative writ-
ing professors to find talented community 
members throughout campus. Students, 
professors and faculty are then contacted 
through these connections and asked if 
they would be interested in recording a 
“session” with their form of art.

Some notable sessions by professors 
include: Qing Jiang, Assistant Professor of 
Music, playing the piano; Joe Scapellato 
and Dustyn Martincich performing together 
with a joint poetry reading and interpretive 
dance; and Carl Kirby, Professor of Geol-
ogy, playing guitar with Steve Catania.

“I’ve so missed attending events at 
the Weis Center, and I think the sessions 
are a fantastic way to showcase the talents 
of the Bucknell community and to offer 
cultural opportunities for folks here and 
all over. It was a great experience to get 
to be on the stage there and to share my 
novel ‘The Rosemary Spell,’” Professor 
of English Virginia Zimmerman said.

Writing Center Director Deirdre 
O’Connor also read her original poem, 
“The Obstacles.” Reflecting on her ex-
perience, she said, “I’ve really enjoyed 
reading for the Weis Center Sessions, 
especially getting to read some new pan-
demic-related poems. I love this method 
of sharing poetry with our community,” 
she added.

Director of the Stadler Center Chet’la 
Sebree echoed these sentiments and not-
ed, “I recorded my session when things 
were still largely shut down last year in 

May; it was one of the first times I’d left 
my house for anything other than grocer-
ies or a walk. It was a sort of surreal ex-
perience reading to an empty auditorium, 
but I loved knowing it was an opportunity 
for me to connect with the larger Bucknell 
community. The Weis Center was really 
at the forefront of showing us all what we 
can do programming-wise to connect in 
the midst of the pandemic.”

Notable student sessions include: 
Quentin Andrews ’24 reciting “I’ll Be 
Your Mechanic;” Nora Kamerow ’21 
reading her original poem “Defining 
Beauty;” Chiara Evans ’21 and Clare 
Merante ’21 performing a dance number; 
Sami Wurm ’22 singing “10 Minutes 
‘Till Sunrise;” and Jaden Lee ’22 and 
Ryan Bailis ’21 playing “The Manger” 
on the piano and the cello.

Andrews said of his experience, “It 
was a special experience where I could 
express myself and have a professional 
tech team behind me to help bring my 
imagination to light. Something I look 
forward to doing again!”

Kamerow also expressed that she 
enjoyed her experience. “Everyone I 
worked with was very pleasant and sup-
portive—especially since I had never 
read my poetry allowed for the public 
before (unless it was in class, of course). 
I appreciated the opportunity to share 
some pieces I’d been working hard on 
for a class and found it gratifying to cul-
minate the semester with the Weis Cen-
ter,” Kamerow said.

Andrei Bucaloiu ’22 also shared his 
thoughts following his session: “Reading 
my poetry up on the Weis Center stage 
was such a cool and unique experience. 
I know how special it feels to sit in the 

audience and watch my talented peers 
perform on the same stage as famous art-
ists, so getting to go up there myself to 
read one of my poems was an honor and a 
valuable opportunity.” In his session, Bu-
caloiu read his original poem “With Age.”

Dancer Evans expressed similar 
sentiments and gratitude, “I was lucky 
enough to get to participate in two dif-
ferent Weis Center Sessions, and it was 
truly a privilege. It was such an innova-
tive way to showcase some of the amaz-
ing artists in the Bucknell community in 
a COVID-safe manner, and I loved get-
ting to add what I’m passionate about. 
Watching and participating in the Weis 
Center Sessions was a definite highlight 
to the semester for me.”

“For me, music is one of the most im-
portant parts of life on campus, and being 
able to record a Weis Center Session was a 
wonderful opportunity to finally play mu-
sic at Bucknell again,” Ian Herdt ’22, who 
played guitar in his session, said. “Even if 
it was to an empty music hall, I very much 
enjoyed being able to perform again and 
stay musically involved on campus!”

“To be able to perform music for an 
audience, even if asynchronously, is a 
huge privilege for musicians. As a non-
music major, I feel even more blessed for 
these opportunities,” Lee said.

“The Weis Center’s highly talented 
production staff produces these profes-
sional recordings which have received 
tremendous response from the Bucknell 
community and beyond. Creating these 
programs has been highly satisfying. Ev-
ery week it’s something different - ev-
erything from uilleann pipes, tap dance, 
poetry, jazz guitar to inspirational talks 
about miracles,” Maguet said.

Similar to the sessions, the Weis 
Center Snaps is a series of performances 
that feature faculty and staff “displaying 
a passion for their craft with 3-5 minute 
snap talks.” They are also professionally 

produced on the Weis Center stage. 
There are currently four “snaps” on the 

YouTube playlist: “What is a Miracle?” by 
Professor of Physics and Astronomy Tom Sol-
omon; “Preserving Digital Media” by Samek 

Art Museum Director Richard Rinehart; “See-
ing is Believing” by Professor of Chemistry 
Pat Martino and Chemistry Laboratory Direc-
tor David Rovnyak; and “Transferable Skills” 
by alumnus Patrick Flannery.

Each snap utilizes a different approach, 
with some even featuring various props such 
as lab coats and goggles. Yet all of them show-
case the broad range of skills and knowledge 
of our faculty and staff here on campus. 

SnapsSnaps

SessionsSessions

StreamsStreams

Different from the sessions and snaps, 
the Weis Center Streams take the place 
of some of the larger performances and 
events that they would typically present in 
a normal semester. Each stream is either 
pre-recorded or live streamed, resulting in 
either one day viewing availability or up 
to a week of streaming access. They are 
typically sponsored or organized by out-
side organizations and groups. 

For the 2021 season, there are two 
streams that have already passed. The 
first one, featured in the World Music and 
Dance category, was titled “Stono Rebel-
lion” and performed by Step Afrika! a 
dance company dedicated to the African-
American tradition of “stepping” fused 
with South African Gumboot Dancing. 
This performance took place from Feb. 
8-21, during which free streaming ac-
cess was available to all students and 
faculty through a ticket registration. The 
stream also included a pre-performance 
talk with the Artistic Director and a post-

show talk with members of the Univer-
sity and Lewisburg communities.

The second stream was a perfor-
mance titled “The Snail and the Whale” 
categorized as Family Discovery and 
suggested for younger children within the 
community. As an educational resource, 
it came with a study guide and activities 
link; this performance streamed from 
Jan. 22-24 also along with a ticket.

The stream that is currently being 
featured from Feb. 24 to March 2 is “This 
is Me: Letters from the Front Lines,” a 
Contemporary Dance Film created by 
DIAVOLO. They are “a creative move-
ment production company that pushes 
the envelope of innovation by creating 
unique live & cinematic experiences. 
Using custom-made architectural struc-
tures, DIAVOLO intersects storytelling, 
movement and architecture with an in-
ventive and visceral approach.”

This performance revolves around 
the Covid-19 pandemic in a very unique, 

interesting and inspiring way. The film 
focuses on the stories of healthcare work-
ers as well as other frontline workers in 
order to present a poignant, significant 
conversation from their perspectives; 
the film is shown through a Weis Center 
Stream through sponsorship by Geising-
er and Evangelical Community Hospital. 

A 25 minute pre-performance panel 
discussion opens up the stream, featur-
ing professors and faculty from the Uni-
versity, medical staff from Geisinger and 
Evangelical and staff from DIAVOLO. 
They discuss a wide range of hot topics 
and articulate many quote-worthy sen-
timents on the difficult topic: the chal-
lenges of healthcare workers, the count-
less issues all individuals are facing as a 
result of the pandemic, the relationship 
between individual and community that 
is being highlighted and much more. As 
Professor of Chemistry David Rovnyak, 
articulates, “This is Me: Letters from the 
Front Lines” showcases the roles of “art 

and performance as a medium for heal-
ing, as a medium for helping us have 
conversations, as a medium for giving 
people voices.”

The film opens up with the following 
quote: “We brought together respected 
members of the medical field. Here are 
their stories.” 

Through a mixture of movement and 
dance, the seven individuals – ranging in 
occupation. from nursing student to US 
Navy and Air Force officers to vascular 
surgeon – and their stories and perspec-
tives are highlighted. An overarching 
theme of this performance is: we all have 
roles to play in this pandemic — health-
care providers and essential workers are 
serving at the frontlines, while the rest 
of us must stay “behind the scenes” and 
do our part. 

“This is Me: Letters from the Front 
Lines” is just one instance of how an art 
in the form of performance can educate, 
enlighten and spark conversation.

Sessions, Snaps & Streams 



Men’s basketball played 
American University this 
past weekend on Feb. 27 and 
28 to finish out their regular 
season after a four week hi-
atus due to COVID-19. The 
virus struck the team just 
before the end of the season. 
Even though COVID took a 
turn on their season, men’s 
basketball came back and 
fought hard in their last two 
regular season games. The 
Bison closed out their regu-
lar season with a 4-6 record.

The Bison first took on 

AU at home, in Sojka Pavil-
ion, on Saturday Feb. 27. Due 
to the outbreak of COVID-19 
on campus, the team only 
started to practice two days 
prior to their game. Despite 
this, the team started strong, 
showed confidence, and 
played well. Freshman phe-
nom Deuce Turner ’24 had 21 
points against American, set-
ting a new career high. Even 
though the Bison put forth a 
strong effort, they lost with a 
final score of 78-71.

“This past weekend was 
interesting because we were 
missing big pieces for our 
team and we all were shaky 

given that we hadn’t played 
in a month and just gotten 
out of quarantine a week pri-
or,” Turner said. “We didn’t 
play as well as we hoped, 
but that’s expected given the 
circumstances. The playoffs 
should be a different story 
because we will have all of 
our guys back. We play La-
fayette which beat us twice 
so hopefully Coach Davis 
and the coaching staff see 
the adjustments we need to 
make and we will work on 
those this coming week.”

The Bison quickly rested 
and played American again 
on Sunday, Feb. 28 in Wash-

ington, D.C. Heading into 
their final game of the regular 
season. The Bison were ex-
cited, strong, and confident. 
Xander Rice ’23 led the team 
this Sunday with 16 points. 
Andrew Funk ’22 earned the 
second highest points against 
American, adding 13 points 
to the scoreboard. The Bison 
played well, however ended 
up losing to American 81-68.

Funk remarked, “Even 
though we lost two games 
this weekend it was great to 
be back out there after al-
most a month without play-
ing. We could have done a 
lot of things better, but there 

were a lot of positives to be 
taken away. As far as the 
tournament this weekend, 
it’ll be really nice to be able 
to get a full week of practice 
under our belts before play-
ing Saturday. We know we 
just need to take it one game 
at a time, and this season es-
pecially, anyone can win on 
any given night.”

The Blue and Orange are 
ranked No. 6 entering the Pa-
triot League Tournament. The 
Bison will take on Lafayette 
College in the Patriot league 
Quarter Finals. The game 
will be hosted at Lafayette on 
March 6, starting at 2 p.m.
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RILEY DEBAECKE | THE BUCKNELLIAN  Andrew Funk ‘22 drives to the basket against American University. 

Upcoming
events

Men’s & women’s cross 
country
patriot league champi-
onships on march 5
Volleyball
@ american on march 5 
at 7pm
Men’s & women’s swim-
ming and diving
@ colgate on march 6 
at 12 pm
Softball
vs drexel on march 6 
at 12 pm
vs drexel on march 6 
at 2 pm
baseball 
vs la salle on march 6 
at 12 pm
vs la salle on march 6 
at 3 pm
Men’s soccer
vs lafayette on march 
6 at 1 pm
woMen’s soccer
@ lafayette on march 
6 at 2 pm
men’s tennis
vs monmouth on march 
6 at 2 pm
vs st. francis on march 
6 at 6 pm
women’s tennis
vs st francis on march 
7 at 1 pm
Men’s Basketball
@ lafayette (PL quar-
terfinals) on march 6 
at 2pm
woMen’s Basketball
vs loyola on march 7 
at 4 pm
women’s lacrosse
vs st bonaventure on 
march 6 at 4 pm
Field hockey
vs colgate on march 7 
at 1 pm

Men’s Basketball Regular 
Season Comes to a Close

It’s been over a year 
since Bison softball has 
stepped onto the field togeth-
er, but that hasn’t stopped 
the team’s excitement and 
anticipation for the upcom-
ing 2021 spring season. 
Coronavirus abruptly ended 
softball’s 2020 season in 
Washington, DC after a hard 
fought game against George 
Washington University. 
Since then, Bison softball 
has been preparing by any 
means necessary for their 
next opportunity to compete.

Pitchers Raeanne Gef-
fert ’20 and Lauren Lich-
tenwalner ’20 graduated 
in 2020, leaving a sizable 
hole to fill in the pitching 
department. Lucky for the 
Bison, left-handed pitcher 
Kelly Toomey ’23 trans-
ferred from DePaul Univer-
sity after the termination 
of DePaul’s softball team 
and is looking to add some 
competitive diversity in the 
pitching rotation. A left-
hander with an exceptional 
rise will certainly make it 
hard for any opponent to 
find their way on base. The 
Bison also experienced loss 
in the outfield when center-
field star Allyse Volpe ’22 

transferred to UCF, but they 
hope to stay solid with mul-
tiple senior outfielders ready 
to step up.

As if a cancelled sea-
son, graduating pitchers, 
and an outfielder transfer-
ring was not enough, the 
Bison also went through a 
complete coaching change. 
Penn State’s former pitch-
ing coach Sarah Caffrey is 
now at the helm as the Bi-
son head coach. Bryce Neal 
has also been added as an 
assistant coach previously 
coaching at the University 
of Arizona. Bison Softball 
is no stranger to coaching 
changes as this is their third 
coaching change in four 
years and seems to be resil-
ient in times of adversity.

No adversity this team 
has seen in the past year has 
been able to stop them from 
keeping their spirits high. 
“We’re super excited just to 
be able to play. Even though 
we’re limited on who we can 
play and where we can trav-
el, our coaches did a good 
job putting a competitive 
schedule together,”  third 
baseman Jazmyn Stokes ’21 
said. “The Bison are most 
certainly looking forward to 
their season opener at home 
scheduled for Mar. 6 against 
Drexel University.

Bison 
softball seizes 

another 
opportunity 

to be resilient
Clay Myers                        
Contributing Writer

The Bison wrestling team 
had a strong showing Friday, 
Feb. 26 at the Eastern Intercol-
legiate Wrestling Association 
(EIWA) championship tourna-
ment, which was held at the 
Spooky Nook Sports Complex 
in Manheim, Pa. The team put 
up 84.5 total points, earning 
them sixth place in the confer-
ence. Two Bison wrestlers and 
roommates stood out on the 
mat: Zach Hartman ’22 and 
Darren Miller ’23 both earned 
bids to the NCAA Tournament 
to compete with the best wres-
tlers in the country. 

Hartman came into the 
meet as one of the favored 
wrestlers in his weight class 
(165lbs). A two-time EIWA 
runner up, two-time national 
qualifier, and, prior to Friday, 
the eighth ranked wrestler in 
the country at 165 pounds, 
Hartman was ready to make his 
championship run. After han-
dling his first bouts over Army 
and Drexel with ease, all Hart-
man had left in his sights was 
the wrestler who had forced 
him to take silver the year prior, 
Navy’s Tanner Skidgel. 

In true champion fashion, 
Hartman dominated yet again, 
beating Skidgel 9-0 with a 
majority of his points coming 
in dramatic fashion during the 
final period. Not only did Hart-
man finally earn his much an-
ticipated gold finish, but he also 
won the coaches award for the 
EIWA’s Championship Meet 
Outstanding Wrestler. Hartman 
is only the fourth Bison to earn 

this coveted award, joining 
the prestigious ranks of none 
other than former Bison great 
and current assistant wrestling 
coach Kevin LeValley ’11.  

Hartman commented on 
his historic performance and 
the team’s struggles throughout 
this whole season. “I personally 
felt that it was a struggle for all 
of us because of the uncertainty 
throughout the entire year, but 
at the end of the day, we pulled 
our straps up and took each day 
as it came to the fullest. I prize 
my guys for pushing through 
the way that they did and I 
couldn’t have asked for more. 
We really grinded this season 
and although it didn’t result in 
favor for a lot of guys, I saw 
them put their mind and soul 
out there on the mat. We were 
there for each other throughout 
it all, and that’s what makes this 
team family,” Hartman said.

What is more impressive 
than his performance on the 
mat, is his dedication to his 
teammates and to being a 
leader in the Bison wrestling 
room.  “I honestly was more 
excited to see my roommate, 
Darren Miller, qualify for his 
first ever NCAA tournament 
than I was to win both my 
first championship and OW. 
It was a milestone for me 
to see one of my guys break 
through the way that he did, 
and it makes me genuinely 
happy as a leader. I prioritize 
leadership above everything, 
and so seeing that was the 
highlight of my tournament. 
It’s easy for me to keep my-
self in check and do what I 
do, but it’s more than any-

thing to see one of my broth-
ers finally break through. 
I’ve found out that you can’t 
do this alone, and so we are 
taking these next  two weeks 
to fully prepare not only our 
bodies, but our minds. It’s 
about family at the end of the 
day, and we share a bond like 
no other,” Hartman said.

Miller took the 133 pound 
division by storm. Miller came 
out hot after a first round loss 
to Navy’s Jacob Allen, go-
ing on a 4-0 run after his first 
round loss, securing a third 
place finish at the tournament, 
and punching his first ticket to 
the NCAA tournament. Miller 
will be joining Hartman on 
their business trip to the Enter-
prise center in St. Louis, Mo. 
on Mar. 18. 

Overall, the Bison 
Wrestling team entered the 
EIWA’s with a young line-
up. The team only had two 
seniors, Matthew Kolonia 
’21 149lbs and Frankie Gui-
da Jr. ’21 at 174lbs, who led 
the charge. Following their 
lead were two juniors, Hart-
man at 165lbs and Brandon 
Seidman ’22 at 125 pounds. 
Following them were four 
sophomores Vincent Andre-
ano ’23 (174), Jaden Fisher 
(157), Mason McCready 
’23 (197), and Miller (133). 
Rounding up the herd were 
two newcomer freshmen 
Dorian Crosby ’24 (285) and 
Kurt Phipps ’24 (141). 

The future looks bright as 
the Bison’s regular season comes 
to a close and two of the herd be-
gin to prepare for their individual 
postseason competitions. 

Two Bison punch their 
tickets to the NCAA 

tournament at EIWA’s
Roger Mellado                        
Contributing Writer
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The Bison women’s la-
crosse team is finally beginning 
their season next weekend after 
two consecutive cancellations 
the prior week against Kent 
State and La Salle University. 
The season for the Bison slated 
to begin on the road at Navy on 
Mar. 7 has now been changed. 
The women’s lacrosse team 
will now be facing Lafayette at 
home on Mar. 13.

In March 2020, the Or-
ange and Blue were 3-5 
when the season was post-
poned owing to the onset of 
the novel coronavirus out-
break. In fact, their season 
came to an abrupt halt just 
two days before they were 
to compete against the Navy; 
hence this matchup gave the 
Bison a chance to pick up 
right where they left off last 
season. The now-cancelled 
match against Navy would 
have marked the first time 
the Bison played against an-
other Patriot League team 
since April 2019, when they 

fell to Army West Point. 
“This is now our third can-

celed game due to COVID-19, 
but I think our team is able to 
stay hopeful that we will get 
another game scheduled, or 
that we will have a game in the 
following week and continue 
to work hard towards that 
goal.  Luckily we got a new 
game with St. Bonaventure for 
this Saturday, which will mark 
360 days since our last game 
and we can’t wait to officially 
start the season!” Julia Brad-
bury ’21 said. 

Due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, the Bison will play 
a much-condensed schedule 
with only games against con-
ference opponents to prepare 
for the Patriot League cham-
pionships in early May. De-
spite the quick turnaround, 
the Bison should be prepared 
as they returned 29 players 
from their team last season. 

Among the returning 
players are attackers Eve Ca-
labria ’21, the team’s leading 
scorer last season with 30 
points, and Caroline Walsh 
’21, who finished with 10 

goals last season. In defense, 
Abby Neff ’22 will look to 
keep opponents at bay after 
leading the team in ground 
balls last season. In goal, the 
duo of Caitlin Tucker ’22 and 
Lauren Kinnee ’21 will look 
to stop any shots that get by 
the Bison defense. In addi-
tion to the returning players, 
the Bison were also able to 
recruit 13 talented freshmen 
who will look to make an im-
mediate impact. 

“I’m most excited to just 
get back on the field and play.  
Our team has worked so hard 
through quarantine, summer, 
and this Fall and it’ll all be 
worth it when we get to play 
in a game again. This Sunday 
we were scheduled to play 
Navy, but unfortunately they 
had to cancel the game due 
to a COVID-19 outbreak on 
their campus,” Lydia Mor-
gantini ’21 said.

With almost a year since 
their last game, the Bison look 
to build on the success they 
sustained last season and pre-
pare for a run at the 2021 Pa-
triot League Championships. 

Women’s lacrosse 
scheduled to play 

first Patriot League 
game since 2019

Clara McCormick                       
Contributing Writer

The Bison field hockey 
team have been offered the tan-
talizing opportunity to play a 
complete season in the spring of 
2021, an opportunity previously 
lost with the cancellation of their 
Fall 2020 season. The Bison fin-
ished third in the 2019 Patriot 
League rankings, falling short to 
Lafayette in the semifinal game 
last season. They finished the 
season with nine wins and nine 
losses, with an impressive four 
wins, and two of those losses in 
league play. Despite COVID-19 
postponing the fall season, the 
Bison are striving for greatness 
this spring. “We are super excit-
ed and grateful as a team to have 
the opportunity to play,” Kaelyn 
Long ’21 said. 

The Orange and Blue 
return top point leader Leah 

Fogelsanger ’21. In the 2019 
season, Fogelsanger finished 
with seven goals and two as-
sists. Emily Doyle ’22 will also 
pose a threat on offense, finish-
ing her 2019 campaign with 
seven goals as well. The back-
line of defense for the Bison 
return key starters Long and 
Erin Zielinski ’22. After losing 
quality seniors in the midfield 
last season, Sarah Dimock ’21 
is poised to hold it down as a 
returning center midfielder. 
Seven incoming freshmen 
were also added to the roster, 
bringing more talented players 
to the equation for the Bison. 

“Our team has been fol-
lowing the mantra ‘control the 
controllables’ in order to stay 
focused on our goals. We are 
striving to get better each day we 
get the chance to be on that field 
while prioritizing our safety,” 
Long said. 

The program welcomed 
a new assistant coach Alexa 
Ostoich this winter, which 
will add a new perspective 
and voice to the team. Ostoich 
most recently served as the 
head field hockey coach at the 
Baldwin School in Bryn Mawr, 
Pa., as well as a U16 coach for 
Shock Field Hockey Club in 
Glen Mills, Pa. Ostoich will be 
assistant to head coach Jeremy 
Cook, as they look forward to a 
successful spring season. 

The Bison have a modi-
fied Patriot League schedule, 
with only six games scheduled 
before playoffs. They have 
their home opener against the 
Colgate Raiders at Graham 
Field at Holmes Stadium on 
Sunday, Mar. 7. The Bison 
will look to take it to the next 
level this spring season, and 
have an amazing opportunity 
to do so.

Field hockey hopeful 
for the spring season

Laurel McHale                       
Contributing Writer

Lucky you.
Shamrock Shakes
are here

For the month of March...

ALEX HAYLOCK | THE BUCKNELLIAN  Sarah Hazard ‘21 dribbles the ball 
down the field in Fall 2019 game against Syracuse.
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athlete
of the week

This past weekend, Bi-
son wrestler Darren Miller 
’23 was key to the Univer-
sity wrestling team’s suc-
cess at the EIWA Champi-
onship, placing third in the 
133-pound weight class. 
With his top-three place-
ment, Miller earned his first 
automatic bid to the NCAA 
championships.

Miller has been consis-
tently featured in the NCAA 
Coaches panel rankings this 
season. At the beginning of the 
season he was ranked 23rd in 
the 133-pound weight class, but 
climbed all the way to a 14th 
place rank following strong 
consecutive performances. 

Miller enjoyed a strong 
freshman season with the 
Orange and Blue, register-
ing two pins with a 19-15 
overall record. He was also 
one of three Bison to start 
every dual, represented the 
Bison at the EIWA Cham-
pionships, and was included 
in the NCAA Coaches Panel 
Rankings in his first year. 

The Pennsylvania na-

tive has been involved in 
wrestling from a very young 
age. “I am the athlete I am 
today from training hard 
since I was in first grade. 
But that doesn’t happen 
without amazing support 
from friends and family. I 
had people that loved me 
and wanted to see me grow 
and pushed me to become 
better,” Miller said.

While the Orange and 
Blue are finished with reg-
ular season competition, 
Miller is looking forward to 
representing the Bison at the 
upcoming NCAA Champi-
onships. He has seen much 
success all season, but is 
hungry for more. 

“I would say I am very 
happy about my successes 
this year,” Miller said, “but 
I am not satisfied. I am look-
ing forward to NCAAs and 
seeing how I perform.”

Miller also shared the 
pride he has for this season’s 
team leadership; all of his 
teammates have been commit-
ted to making sure everyone 
had the opportunity to com-
pete despite the pandemic. 

“Our team works hard 
on and off the mat, and I feel 

like you can see this from 
how everyone performed at 
EIWA’s and from our CO-
VID test results. The entire 
team has been making sacri-
fices to stay COVID free and 
make sure we had a season, 
and that kind of sacrifice 
leads to positive outcomes.”

Holly Burns
Senior Writer

CAREER STATS
24 WINS
11 DUAL             
COMPETITION WINS 
9 WINS AGAINST 
EIWA OPPONENTS
1 NCAA              
TOURNAMENT    
APPEARANCE

beyond the bison
sports news across the nation

In the 2019-2020 sea-
son, the Alabama men’s bas-
ketball team went 8-10 in 
the SEC. Inconsistent play 
stained the team as they 
would win one and then lose 
one, or win two in a row 
lose two in a row. A team 
compiled with a balance of 
underclassmen and upper-
level students with one or 
two graduate students, the 
Crimson Tide had difficulty 
finding their stride.

Once students were 

sent home and seasons were 
cut short for all student-
athletes, the Tide took ad-
vantage of the extra time 
and the ability to reflect on 
their season. Returning for 
the 2021 season, Alabama 
set its standards high. The 
tide was tested early on this 
season, losing to Stanford, 
Clemson and Western Ken-
tucky. After regrouping and 
evaluating their shortcom-
ing, the Tide rolled through 
the SEC. The team went on 
a nine-match winning streak 
from the week of Dec. 29 
to Jan. 26, remaining at the 

top of the SEC standings for 
most of the season. This past 
weekend, the Tide clinched 
the regular-season title with 
a 64-59 win over Missis-
sippi State. This is the first 
regular-season title since 
the 2001-2002 season, end-
ing the 20-year drought for 
the Alabama basketball pro-
gram. Now at number five 
in the USA Today poll, the 
men are looking to carry 
their momentum forward as 
they head into their final two 
regular-season games and 
the SEC tournament.

The last Alabama team 

to win a regular-season title 
was in the 2001-2002 season. 
The team was made up of a 
majority of underclassmen 
and only one senior leader. 
They went 27-8 in the SEC 
West and ended the reason 
ranked eighth in the final AP 
poll. They made a great run 
in the NCAA tournament, de-
feating Florida Atlantic Uni-
versity but ultimately falling 
to Kent State out of the MAC 
(Mid American Conference). 
The only player on that year’s 
roster that would eventu-
ally go to the NBA was Mo 
Williams, a 6’1 point and 

shooting guard from Jack-
son, Miss. Williams played 
for the Utah Jazz, Milwau-
kee Bucks, Cleveland, Los 
Angeles Clippers, Portland, 
Minnesota and Charlotte. As 
a freshman on the 2001 squad, 
Williams averaged 10.4 points 
per game and 3.9 rebounds. His 
presence remained throughout 
his remaining years with the 
Tide, but he didn’t realize his 
accomplishment as a rookie 
would be a difficult feat for 
many teams after him to reach.

This season, the Tide is 
ranked number one in the 
nation in field-goal attempts 

and 21st in defensive re-
bounds per game. A critical 
returning piece for Alabama 
is sophomore guard Jaden 
Shackelford. After being 
named to the SEC all-fresh-
man team, Shackelford has 
improved his game into his 
second year. He averaged 
14.1 points in the win against 
Mississippi State.

For Shackelford and the 
rest of his squad, they have 
accomplished a remarkable 
breakthrough. With the right 
mindset and hunger to prove 
themselves, there is no ceil-
ing for the Tide. 

Kelsey O’Loughlin       
Staff Writer 

An unexpected men’s college basketball contender

The Bison men’s water 
polo team jumped out to a 3-1 
record in their 2021 season af-
ter taking home two victories 
against La Salle and George 
Washington University this 
past weekend. Both games 
were nail biters, with the Bison 
coming out on top 9-7 against 
La Salle and 8-7 to GW. These 
games will be the Bison’s final 
preparation for the upcom-
ing MAWPC Championships 
which will be held next week-
end, March 6-7. 

The Orange and Blue were 
locked at 3-3 with La Salle at the 
conclusion of the first quarter 
of their first match of the day. It 
was in the second quarter of the 
game when the Bison were able 
to take a lead with two unan-
swered goals, making the score 
5-3 at the end of the first half. In 

the second half, the two teams 
battled back and forth, but the 
Bison were able to secure a slim 
8-7 win with three more goals in 
the second half.

“The weekend was a great 
set of games for us because 
we played two physical games 
against teams we will definitely 
be seeing in our championship 
games. A lot of players stepped 
up to reinforce our play style 
of getting the ball around and 
slowing down the game. Two 
wins always feels great, but our 
team is ready to keep the mo-
mentum going while we head 
into championships this week-
end” goalkeeper Adrien Touzot 
’23 said. 

In a rematch from the 2019 
MAWPC Championship, the Bi-
son faced George Washington. 
The Bison pulled out a victory 
in the competitive matchup. The 
game proved to be a defensive 
battle between the two ranked 

teams, but Touzot gave the Bison 
the edge in the cage. 

The two teams went back 
and forth from start to finish, 
with neither team leading by 
more than two goals during the 
contest. The Bison were able to 
hold off GW’s final charge to 
claim the victory with an incred-
ible defensive show out and take 
a 8-7 over the Colonials. 

“We’re just excited for the 
opportunity to play and have 
some fun with our best friends 
playing the sport we love to do 
most,” Colby Paine ’23 said. 
Paine and the rest of the men’s 
water polo team are excited to 
be able to have some games un-
der their belt as they head into 
the championship portion of 
their short season. 

The Bison will prepare this 
week for the MAWPC Champi-
onships, being held this upcom-
ing weekend in Annapolis, Md. 
at the Naval Academy. 

Bison water polo swims 
away with two wins

Anna Carroll                        
Senior Writer

Around this time one 
year ago, the Patriot League 
canceled all remaining 
spring sports competitions 
due to fears surrounding the 
coronavirus pandemic. The 
Bison men’s baseball team 
still had 29 games left on 
the schedule, posting a 4-12 
overall record during the 
shortened season. The small 
sample size showed that the 
Bison are capable of playing 
with anyone. Most notably, 
they picked up a convinc-
ing 14-10 win on the road 
against Virginia, who is 
ranked 8th nationally enter-
ing this season. After only 
losing five players to gradu-
ation, the Orange and Blue 
are returning plenty of depth 
and appear poised to shake 
up the Patriot League.

“I’m just looking for-
ward to seeing the players 
compete. They have worked 
tremendously hard since we 
lost our season to COVID-19 

last year and deserve to play. 
I just want to see that come 
to fruition for them… The 
goal is always to win a Patri-
ot League Championship,” 
head coach Scott Heather 
said. “We are a young tal-
ented team and have a very 
tough schedule ahead of us. 
We will need to continue to 
get better week to week and 
be playing our best ball at 
the end of the year when the 
playoffs come.”

Among those returning 
for the Bison is Chris Can-
nizzaro ’22, who led the Pa-
triot league in RBIs last sea-
son. The outfielder started 
in all 16 games, hitting .328 
and showing what he is ca-
pable of at the plate. Peter 
Marren ’21 also started all 
16 games in the 2020 sea-
son. Brendan Lowery ’22, 
Jake Wortman ’23 and Kyle 
Lyons ’23 are all key return-
ing players for the Orange 
and Blue.

Brenden Tuttle ’21 will 
lead the starting pitching ro-
tation. The dominant right-

hander will look to solidify 
his role as the ace, as play-
ing at the next level is not 
beyond the realm of possi-
bilities. The Bison bolster 
a deep bullpen once again, 
with the addition of five new 
arms this offseason: first-
years Bryce Reimer, Connor 
Vucovich, Graeme Carroll 
and Nikhil Patel, as well 
as University of Richmond 
transfer Theo Farynick ’23.

If everything proceeds 
as scheduled, the Bison will 
face off with the Lehigh 
Mountain Hawks on three 
different weekends. This is 
a highly anticipated match-
up against a very talented 
pitching staff, boasting mul-
tiple top MLB draft picks in 
its rotation. “It will be fun 
for our players to rise to the 
challenge,” Heather said.

The Bison will continue 
to face constant challenges 
on and off the field this sea-
son, but nothing will deter 
them from pursuing their 
first Patriot League Champi-
onship since 2014.

Men’s baseball looks to 
avenge cancelled season

Nick Sperduto                      
Contributing Writer
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As the pandemic rages into 
its second year and disrupts ev-
ery plan in its path, all student 
athletes must feel personally at-
tacked by the prospect of even 
a single game being cancelled 
or postponed.

One player in particular – 
Noah Good ’21, member of the 
University baseball team – is ex-
tremely frustrated and has been 
particularly vocal about his feel-
ings, despite getting absolutely 
zero playtime.

“This is an absolutely dis-
gusting display of bureaucratic 
overreach,” Good, also a certi-
fied mansplainer and multifac-
eted “Renaissance man,” ex-
plained to reporters. “My boys 
and I need to [play base]ball to 
live, and I can’t even, like, know 
what it will be like if we go a 
weekend without it. What will 
give us the motivation to rage?”

Good’s striking athletic ca-
reer has featured exactly three 
minutes of playing time, mak-
ing him a perennial asset to 
the team’s bench. Thankfully 
his spot has been secured by 
his great contribution to boost-
ing team morale, as well as his 

father-son relationship with the 
head coach. 

Unfortunately, some of 
Good’s teammates fail to re-
late to his disappointment and 
rage, despite his willingness to 
speak on their behalf regard-
ing the issue. 

Star player and captain of 
the team Phin Omenal ’21 un-
derstands if cancellation is the 
course the season must take 
in response to a potential CO-
VID-19 outbreak. “Sometimes 
I wish they would just decide 
to do it now so I could let go 
of the constant pressure weigh-
ing me down to keep this team 
alive.” The University baseball 
team had a record of 1-16. Other 
teams ceased extending an invi-
tation in order to save face from 
being seen associated with their 
subpar display of athleticism.

All in all, the Bucknellian 
hopes the University makes the 
choice that is best for the team 
while simultaneously provid-
ing a platform for Good to ex-
press his unsolicited opinions 
on the matter.

Be sure to check out the 
University baseball roster to 
identify Good — if you are 
unable to get a clear view of 
the dugout. 

Over the last week, world 
leaders have demonstrated a 
dramatic shift in attitudes to-
ward the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. Almost suspicious-
ly at the same time, they have 
started to come out and share 
with the media that there are 
“much more important things” 
than the pandemic.

One of the first to speak 
on this drastic shift in at-
titude was the President of 
the United States. He got 
the ball rolling by asking 
the important question of: 
“WHY in the world do we 
BAKE cookies and COOK 
bacon? Why must we PARK 
on driveways and DRIVE on 
parkways?” The president 
then threatened to stop the 
forward momentum of the 
plan to vaccinate and protect 
Americans against the coro-
navirus “unless someone fig-
ures out an answer quickly so 
I can go to sleep.”

Soon after, the Queen 
of England came forward, 
stating that she “can’t seem 
to stop thinking about how 
straws actually only have one 
hole, not two.” She added 
that although this might seem 
like common knowledge, she 
hasn’t had time to sit around 
and just think about stuff like 
that until the pandemic. She 
declined to comment (and 
looked like she was going to 
be sick) when prompted about 
the fact that you can always 
see your nose, but your brain 

chooses to ignore it.
Pope Francis, also known 

as the Sovereign of Vatican 
City, was seen crying outside 
of church because he doesn’t 
understand “why God would 
make there exist more atoms 
in a teaspoon of water than 
there are teaspoons of water in 
the ocean.” It appeared to be 
too much for him to handle, as 
he actually went inside to get 
a teaspoon of water and broke 
down at the sight of it (to be 
fair to God, it would take a 
very long time to empty all 
those teaspoons in the ocean).

King Carl XVI Gustaf of 
Sweden experienced a simi-
lar reaction upon discover-
ing that he cannot think of 
a new color that does not 
already exist. Upon find-
ing this out, he ran from the 
room, yelling, “Helig fan! 
Vad fan! Jag kan inte tro den 
här skiten!” Trusted sources 
say he is a “little bit worked 
up right now,” and assure 
those worried by his reac-
tion that “he will be okay 
after he takes a nap.”

Ireland is in a state of dis-
array after President Michael 
D. Higgins announced that 
“nothing, absolutely nothing” 
is more important than the 
fact that “BARCODE SCAN-
NERS SCAN THE WHITE 
PART, NOT THE [redacted] 
BLACK PART!” The whole 
country re-imposed lockdown 
to protect citizens from this 
terrifying news. And here 
they thought staying in their 
rooms for months was com-
ing to an end!
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Professors angry 
about reduction in 

COVID cases

Maximus Bean
Staff Writer

Professors, Irises, and other 
people with pupils are protest-
ing the newest in-person al-
lowances set by the University. 
Many are concerned not just 
with the wording of the latest 
email (“You didn’t even need to 
be stuck inside the whole time 
lol jk, it was just a social experi-
ment”), but also how the newest 
strain of COVID-19 will square 
against students who just want 
to have a good time — with its 
underage drinking and rampant 
coughing. Classes, classrooms 
and those who inhabit them 
have another issue altogether.

Professors, on the other 
hand, are overcome with an-
noyance regarding the new-
found requirement to drive all 
the way to campus in order 
to teach. Under normal (pan-
demic) conditions, they could 
just sit around in pajamas all 
day and issue homework and 
assignments online. Now, 
however, it’s clear that a “new 
normal” is afoot, and some pro-
fessors aren’t having it. Frus-
trated by the dreadful 10-min-
ute commutes, some teachers 
have resorted to protest and 
acts of civil disobedience. Of 
these teachers, there are a few 
who have chosen to keep their 
standard online class regardless 
of student opinion. Others have 
indeed gone to their respective 
classes, but have found ways to 
circumvent the rules and regu-
lations.  Examples of such de-
linquency are described below, 
after a short trigger warning.

One side note I have, of 
course, is that I totally con-
demn the actions taken, and 

thus wish to communicate 
their tragic nature to you, the 
reader, in warning you of what 
may come. For these purposes 
alone, I will omit the names of 
these particular teachers for 
the safety of them and their 
students. We must ask our-
selves in these troubled times 
whether it is justified to risk 
the safety of some for the safe-
ty of all, and I have no clear 
answer on it. I can only ad-
dress what has been reported 
to me to be factually accurate 
from an anonymous source. 
Have caution — this is your 
last warning to turn away now, 
or else an empty pit of despair 
will form in your heart, ren-
dering you numb to the rest of 
life’s pleasantries in the face 
of this treasonous behavior.

Within these so-called “re-
bellious classes,” the professors 
allowed their students into class 
without wearing any masks. It 
is truly tragic that I am to report 
this, however I am a journalist 
above all else, and integrity is 
my strength — right behind my 
ability to lie without blinking. It 
was also reported that a fraction 
of these teachers, recalcitrant as 
they might be, went so far as 
to put their students in groups 
for supposed “discussions” on 
topics they had read about for 
class. Obviously, this was a ploy 
meant to circulate the dreaded 
COVID-19 and return things 
to their former squalor. I under-
stand that this is as hard to read 
for you as it was for me. I nearly 
cried when I was first notified. 
Alas! The truth may sometimes 
punish a man to the depths of his 
soul. I can only wish for such 
matters to be settled without hu-
man lives being put on the line.

There are more 
important things 

than the pandemic!
Bridgette Simpson
Satire Co-Editor

E-week? Never 
heard of her

Sarah Petnuch
Staff Writer

For those of you who 
don’t know (and neither did 
I until about 10 minutes ago), 
E-week is a weeklong event 
at the University in which stu-
dents in each of the engineer-
ing disciplines participate in 
contests to determine which 
discipline is the best. As far as 
I know, the ultimate prize is 
just a year’s bragging rights. 
It’s basically the Super Bowl 
for nerds. 

You may be wonder-
ing, “How do you win these 
contests?” To be honest with 
you, I don’t really know. My 
guess would be that it has 
something to do with chem-
istry? Computer science? 
Maybe physics? I would ask 
someone, but I don’t think 
it’s worth it because I prob-
ably still wouldn’t under-
stand. The entire concept of 
engineering goes right over 
my head. Way beyond my 
academic capability. And I 
think most people can say 
the same, which is why no 
one is aware of this whole 
E-week extravaganza.

Engineering students 
were SHOCKED to hear that 
no one cared about their week. 
Absolutely baffled by the fact 
that their friends weren’t en-

amored by centrifugal force 
or chemical reactions or even 
quantum physics. These are 
things that make the world go 
round! To an engineer, what 
makes your car go is a pro-
cess of heating and cooling 
and mechanics of all sorts. 
To the rest of us, what makes 
your car go is the fact that you 
put in the key and hit the gas.

That being said, the rest 
of us would most definitely 
lose this E-week thing be-
cause one of the first chal-
lenges they have is to see 
which discipline can build 
a car the fastest. Other ac-
tivities include developing a 
medicine to cure all diseases, 
building a bridge across the 
Atlantic Ocean, traveling to 
Saturn, creating a blueprint 
for flying cars, determin-
ing the meaning of life and 
last, but not least, develop-
ing a code to hack into DUO 
Push and deactivate it forever 
(’ray!). Easy right? Maybe for 
engineers it is, but certainly 
not for the rest of us.

Despite the fact that no 
one cares about their week, 
and that they are getting 
constant hate for not going 
to parties because they have 
too much homework, we are 
grateful for our engineers be-
cause we would be nowhere 
without them.

Animal Behavior department announces plan to 
stop parties by releasing “the research monkeys”

LEWISBURG – In an at-
tempt to keep infection rates low 
and prevent transmission of the 
novel coronavirus (COVID-19), 
the animal behavior department, 
in collaboration with Public 
Safety, the President’s office, and 
the local police department will 
start releasing the research chim-
panzees across campus during 
weekend hours when partying is 
at its peak. Originally proposed 
as a psychological warfare tactic 
by a sadistic first-year in a po-
litical science class, the plan in-

cludes depriving the monkeys of 
food and other necessities for ap-
proximately 12 hours before their 
release. The proposal would let 
them roam campus from 10:00 
p.m. on Friday until 3:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, as well as 11:30 p.m. to 
2:00 a.m. on Wednesdays. They 
will be driven to drop-off loca-
tions around campus and let out 
to hunt COVID-19 restriction 
violators. Professors have been 
quiet about discussing concrete 
details regarding the plan to en-
sure they can take wandering 
students by surprise.

“Hopefully this Chimp plan 
will stop the kids from monkey-
ing around,” said Professor Boe 

Ring, smirking, to a deafeningly 
silent class. Another mentioned, 
“The scariest thing I could imag-
ine as a drunk 20-year-old is 
hearing and then subsequently 
seeing a hungry, furious primate 
run at you with hate in its eyes. 
Good luck if you think a blue 
light will save you, half of them 
don’t work!” A representative 
from the local police said this 
program “seems excessive, but 
it’s preferable to being vomited 
on by a teen who probably has 
COVID-19, along with two or 
three STDs.”

Advocates for this plan 
are hopeful it will keep kids 
inside and away from others. 

The history department has 
begun dropping leaflets near 
dorms warning students of the 
new policy and a source with-
in the University’s mainte-
nance department leaked that 
the salt being sprayed on icy 
sidewalks contains chemicals 
that attract the primates. Crit-
ics have warned of the pos-
sible downsides including in-
jury and death of students, but 
no attention has been paid to 
their warnings. Early reports 
show certain upperclassmen 
groups have begun training 
campus squirrels as first lines 
of defense due to their brave, 
unflinchingly loyal tendencies.

Nabeel Jan
Staff Writer

Breaking: Guy who gets 
zero playing time is 

furious about postponement 
of spring sports

Liz Whitmer
Satire Co-Editor GRAPHIC BY JAMES HOWE, GRAPHICS ARTIST
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be going back to athletics 
and in person classes?

On Feb. 25, University 
President John C. Bravman 
updated the University com-
munity through an email 
sharing the decrease in active 
COVID-19 cases on campus. 
With the record breaking 
number of 265 students in 
isolation housing during the 
week of Feb. 14-20, many 
restrictions were put in place 
in order to limit the transmis-
sion of the virus. Bravman 
shared his gratitude towards 
students’ efforts to decrease 
the transmission rate on cam-
pus and communicated his 
plans for allowing in-person 
instruction to resume, along 
with athletic activities. Brav-
man explained that although 
the number of active COV-
ID-19 cases has significantly 
decreased in the last week, it 
is essential that some restric-
tions continue even while 
others are lifted.

In his email to the Uni-
versity, Bravman recom-
mended that students wear 
two face masks for protec-
tion from the virus. He ex-
pects students to continue 
social distancing, washing 
hands and the sanitation of 
desks in classrooms and lab-
oratories. With the signifi-
cant decline in COVID-19 
cases on campus, Bravman 
shared that he is happy to 
announce that athletic ac-
tivities will resume on Feb. 

26 and “we continue to ex-
plore opportunities to relo-
cate athletics events to other 
schools when possible, and 
we remain in compliance 
with the strict COVID-19 
policies in place across the 
Patriot League that govern 
both practice and competi-
tion.” Along with the re-
sumption of athletic activi-
ties, he also announced that 
students will be allowed 
to attend in-person classes 
starting Feb. 26. It is encour-
aged that students attend in-
person classes – as it allows 
for the best teaching and 
learning environment – but 
students can choose whether 
they will stay remote or at-
tend in-person instruction 
based on their individual 
comfort level. As of March 
3, 318 COVID-19 cases 
have been recorded since the 
beginning of the semester. 
With students and faculty 
members continuing efforts 
to limit the spread of the vi-
rus, isolation housing now 
has 73 percent availability 
compared to the 25 percent 
availability during the week 
of February 18. 

Throughout the spring 
semester, Bertrand Library 
and the Kenneth Langone 
Athletic and Recreation Cen-
ter (KLARC) have remained 
open with reduced capacity; 
these environments allow 
students to leave their resi-
dential buildings and remain 
active in safe spaces. While 
some restrictions continue, 

Bravman also addressed that 
“we are ending our tempo-
rary policy of quarantining 
on campus. Students who 
are currently quarantining 
on campus will complete 
their quarantine on campus. 
Beginning today, however, 
on-campus students who are 
identified as close contacts 
or who are symptomatic will 
quarantine in University-
provided isolation housing.” 
Students are still required to 
be tested once a week un-
til further notice and the 24 
hour testing turnaround will 
remain active. With the use 
of a faster testing turnaround, 
the transmission rate of the 
virus will hopefully decline 
as students will receive their 
test results within 24 hours of 
taking the COVID-19 test. 

Bravman concluded his 
email to the University com-
munity by sharing that “the 
recent decline in our positive 
COVID-19 cases is the direct 
result of your increased atten-
tion to safety measures, but 
cannot become a reason to 
let down your guard,” and “I 
am grateful for your dedica-
tion.” Although there has been 
a significant decline in active 
COVID-19 cases, community 
members are encouraged to 
continue following the restric-
tions and protocols in order to 
keep everyone safe. Permitting 
students to attend in-person 
classes and resume athletic 
activities allows for increases 
in mental and physical health 
during these hard times. 

Peyton Dripps
Contributing Writer

What can the 
University’s Covid-

Campus tell us about 
punitive systems and 

public health?

Some have described 
the past months of quar-
antine as a cultural reset. 
With our lives shaken up by 
the novelty and intensity of 
a global pandemic and all 
that goes with it, ongoing 
conversations have touched 
on realities that have been 
actively concealed to the 
consciousness of society, or 
at least to the mainstream 
media. Namely among these 
are the widespread normal-
ization of anti-Black racism 
and white supremacy. Ex-
pansive, powerful concepts 
like an understanding and 
performance of race have 
been subject to change, but 
so have others like that of 
the typical work-day, or the 
role of social media.

While there has not been 
real change — at least not 
in the earned, heavily real-
ized or systemic sense of the 
term — the uninvited and 
severe change brought on 
by the pandemic to econo-
mies, industries, commu-
nities, families and social 
standards have inevitably 
created a new cultural space. 
There, the mainstream cul-
ture is simply different, and 
what makes sense to feel and 
communicate as individuals 
is a little different too.

So, coming to campus 
these last two semesters, a 
cultural “new normal” was 
the expectation. No one 
would expect anything less 
— at least not coming from 
a place where one may have 
spent 12 hours a day with 
their parents, sharing both 
workspaces and the intimate-
ly emotional rollercoaster of 
a burgeoning global pan-
demic. Student life would 
be inevitably different with 
limited social gatherings and 
activities and classes gone 
virtual; but there were also 
notable policy-changes that 
speak to the particular in-
fluence of this pandemic. In 
order to prioritize safety and 
the interest of the adminis-
tration to remain on-campus, 
there may have been a slight 
departure from a traditional, 
punitive implementation of 
community guidelines.

Anyone who came to 
campus this semester had to 
sign a community agreement 
— not a form you sign with 
all the others you don’t read, 
but a serious list of commu-
nity guidelines emailed di-
rectly to all students, along 
with information about pre-
arrival COVID-19 testing 
kits. Almost as important as 
getting tested for COVID-19 
is the commitment from all 
students to, essentially, act 
with COVID-common sense. 
This kind of agreement has 
its own significance in a 
global pandemic: concern for 
community safety is inevi-
tably tied to both one’s own 
well-being, and access to the 
desirable lifestyle associated 
with a college campus. 

The reality is that our 
campus is privileged to be 
more lenient in terms of 
COVID-19 restrictions than 

many of the communities 
students are coming from. 
Evidence of that enough is 
the fact that the University 
is a community with the re-
sources to bring students on-
campus in the spirit of an ed-
ucational experience amidst 
a devastating global pandem-
ic. Here, we are all regularly 
tested, have access to an ex-
cess of isolation housing and 
are required healthcare. And 
while there is likely a range 
of rule-following diligence 
among students, it is common 
to see friend groups meeting 
non-socially distanced on 
campus, or to hear of a small 
party on the weekend only 
more or less within a social 
bubble. Multiple times last 
semester and already this 
semester, campus has had to 
amp up restrictions in light 
of increased positive COV-
ID-19 cases and use of isola-
tion housing. 

People have definite-
ly broken the community 
agreement guidelines, but I 
don’t get the feeling that this 
has led to individuals facing 
serious consequences. Be-
sides, how could the campus 
identify the exact sources, 
students involved or rules 
broken leading to a COV-
ID-19 outbreak? What they 
do do is contact trace, mak-
ing sure anyone involved 
makes it to isolation housing 
and doesn’t exacerbate the 
public health problem. Pub-
lic Safety vehicles visibly 
patrol the campus on week-
ends and nights but do not 
visibly get involved with the 
groups of students clearly 
walking to social gatherings 
— as far as I can tell. Uni-
versity President John Brav-
man closed a recent email 
to the campus updating CO-
VID-19 guidelines with: 

“Last semester we set 
the bar high, and though it 
may not have seemed so at 
the time, we cleared it easily 
— together. Now, in the early 
part of the spring semester, 
we’re all the same people, 
the foe is better known, and 
we have deployed even more 
resources dedicated to your 
safety and success”. (2/19/21)

His many other emails 
have struck a similar tone. 

Apart from campus-
wide COVID-19 rules, class 
structures may have become 
less punitive. I have noticed 
that almost every professor I 
have has been more accom-
modating, willingly making 
deadlines flexible and asking 
for student communication 
about needs. In this way, the 
relationship between mental 
health and college courses, 
as well as how home-life 
affects all of these, is more 
socially acceptable to talk 
about in college classes, and 
are even integrated into pro-
fessors’ policies. 

For better or for worse, 
it seems that both the CO-
VID-19 guidelines and other 
institutional policies may 
have become less about in-
dividual compliance and 
more about consideration 
of the community in one’s 
individual actions. There 
seems to be a less punitive 
dynamic between students 

and rules overall, interest-
ingly, at a time when adher-
ence to the rules would seem 
more important than ever. 
This has included the insti-
tutionalized consideration 
of students’ mental health 
— an inherently equalizing 
consideration — and the 
implementation of the more 
straight-forward rules nec-
essary to manage the spread 
of COVID-19 for the entire 
campus community and the 
surrounding area. Because 
every member of the com-
munity is equally important 
to remaining on campus, the 
concept of punitive action 
is seemingly less relevant 
to realistically achieving 
the administration’s goals 
for our community. For ex-
ample, while mental health 
may have been a significant 
factor for rule compliance 
in the past — like as it re-
lates to individuals’ academ-
ic success and their stable 
judgement — the pandemic 
has made this significant 
factor more visible within 
our culture, and therefore 
more manageable as a com-
munity overall. Because it is 
assumed that students will 
be mentally affected by the 
pandemic, rather than force 
them to live up to the same 
academic standards and 
maintain a status quo that 
no longer exists, professors 
encourage students to be 
accepting and communica-
tive of when they will not 
be able to make dates and 
deadlines due to their mental 
health. What’s most interest-
ing is that mental health has 
always been theorized as a 
valid reason to miss dead-
lines, but has not been in 
practice. In this way, a pri-
oritization of public health 
over rule-following may 
actually be the most reason-
able way to implement the 
goals of those rules. 

Recently, I have read 
arguments for the value of 
shifting from a punitive per-
spective to a public health 
perspective when we want 
social change — for ex-
ample, viewing widespread 
sexual assault or mass in-
carceration as public health 
problems rather than the 
collection of many individu-
als’ failures. Doing so rec-
ognizes the role of privilege 
and systems in determining 
outcomes for individuals and 
groups, and in general em-
bodies a view of the world 
based on communities rather 
than individuals — all to the 
end of minimizing those real-
ities we view as socially un-
desirable, like violent crime. 
There are community-level 
problems that affect some 
individuals more than oth-
ers in an institutional setting, 
one being mental health; so 
when an institution must act 
as a homogenous community 
it also acts to equalize these 
discrepancies. Influenced 
by the demands of the pan-
demic rather than deliberate, 
realized policy-change, the 
University’s COVID-campus 
may serve as a loose example 
of the relevance of the public 
health perspective to address-
ing community outcomes.

Helen Lauterbach
Contributing  Writer

Between the years 1997 
and 2018, the University of 
Hong Kong took a study of 
1,000 representative individ-
uals annually, asking Hong 
Kong residents one question; 
“Do you identify yourself as 
Hong Konger or Chinese?” 
In 2008, those who identi-
fied themselves as Chinese 
peaked, with 39% identifying 
themselves as Chinese and 
only 18% identified them-
selves as Hong Konger. Data 
from the most recent year 
provided is 2019 in which 
those identifying themselves 
as Chinese had hit an all-time 
low with only 11% identify-
ing themselves as Chinese, 
with 40% identifying them-
selves as Hong Konger.

To investigate this dras-
tic shift in the modern iden-
tity of today’s semi-autono-
mous Hong Kong, one must 
first consider that China and 
Hong Kong are two very 
different places with a very 
complex political relation-
ship. Step inside Hong Kong 
today and you will not only 
feel China’s influence, but 
British ascendancy as well. 
Double decker trolleys oc-
cupy the streets on the right 
side of the road, an eques-
trian arena is a focal insti-
tution of the city, and street 
signs dubbed “Prince Ed-
ward Street” and “Queen’s 
Road Central” will catch 
the corner of your eye. This 
is because in 1898, Britain 

obtained a 99-year lease 
of Hong Kong from China, 
ending on the July 1, 1997. 
By the time Hong Kong had 
been handed back to China, 
Hong Kong residents had 
grown accustomed to Brit-
ish rule with individual free-
doms including freedom of 
press, speech and religion 
and made up over a quarter 
of China’s economy. The 
conflict today stems from 
the re-incorporation of Hong 
Kong under the governance 
eventually coined “one 
country, two systems” back 
into mainland China.

“One country, two sys-
tems” was the policy un-
der which Britain insisted 
on implementing under 
the transfer of the colo-
ny in 1997. That policy 
stated, “the current social 
and economic systems in 
Hong Kong will remain un-
changed and so will it’s life-
style,” for the next 50 years 
expiring in 2047. Up until 
2008, Hong Kong residents 
were becoming more and 
more comfortable with iden-
tifying themselves as Chi-
nese. However, this trend 
quickly reversed course into 
the late aughts. As China 
began encroaching on the 
freedoms implemented in 
Hong Kong, protests and 
riots began to rise, causing 
the now-famous “Umbrella 
Movement” of 2014. During 
this demonstration, Chinese 
government officials or-
dered police and armed of-
ficials to openly use tear gas 
on non-violent protests, with 

their only defense being um-
brellas. The most famous 
protest was induced by the 
Chinese government after 
reform was strongly pushed 
on Hong Kong’s electoral 
college, in efforts to elect 
a pro-China candidate. The 
Chinese government since 
then has inserted themselves 
in extradition treaties with 
Hong Kong, limited free 
speech and reformed Hong 
Kong public education to in-
clude Chinese propaganda. 
As China continues to limit 
Hong Kong’s freedom, Hong 
Kong residents perpetuate 
their international outcry to 
protect the vastly different 
Hong Kong lifestyle.

So, why is China now in 
a rush to incorporate Hong 
Kong into China so quickly, 
particularly before Hong 
Kong’s “one party, two sys-
tems” 2047 expiration date? 
Hong Kong once made up 
27% of China’s GDP as they 
flourished under British 
capitalism. However, tech 
and financial capitals Shen-
zhen, Shanghai and Nanjing 
have exploded economically 
in recent years. Today, Hong 
Kong makes up a little less 
than 2%of China’s GDP; 
removing their incentive to 
respect Hong Kong’s au-
tonomy. Nonetheless, Hong 
Kong is still fighting for 
their independence against a 
much more powerful China. 
As the border between Hong 
Kong slowly erodes, the 
young Hong Kong genera-
tion is concerned with what 
freedoms they will have left.

Hong Kong’s 
international outcry 

for democracy
Trevor Gulock
Staff Writer



With the federal budget 
deficit expected to hit $2.3 tril-
lion by year’s end, economists 
are currently divided about the 
economic future of the United 
States, and the Biden adminis-
tration’s management of fed-
eral funds going forward. As it 
stands, the $2.3 trillion deficit 
is a $900 billion decrease from 
2020, a year in which the $4 
trillion COVID-19 relief pack-
age drove the federal deficit to 
the highest level seen since 
World War II. However, with 
another $1.9 trillion relief 
package in the sights of con-
gressional Democrats, the fed-
eral deficit could balloon over 
the $3.1 trillion mark previ-
ously reached in 2020. While 
that number might sound bad, 
economists are largely divided 
on whether it really matters. 
For conservatives, the poten-
tial of a $2.3 trillion deficit is 
already a figure that is far too 
large. Many congressional Re-
publicans have fought persis-
tently against the potential of 
a new stimulus bill, claiming 
that the economic benefit of 
aiding those currently strug-
gling will not lead to an equal 
increase in GDP. To some lib-
ertarians, the deficit is insig-
nificant right now. With nearly 
10 percent of the country still 
unemployed, as per Federal 
Reserve chair Jerome H. Pow-
ell, as well as the GDP still 
struggling to recover from the 
complete economic shutdown 
of 2020, congressional Demo-
crats are taking a firm stance 
to get the $1.9 trillion stimulus 
package approved for small 
business and households to get 
back on their feet.

The United States is in 
need of stimulus right now, 
particularly amongst low in-

come and minority communi-
ties, regardless of the impli-
cations on federal debt. Due 
to structural failures in the 
economic layout of the US, 
these communities have been 
hit hardest by the COVID-19 
pandemic, and generations 
of families are put in danger 
due to the circumstances they 
are currently under. This is 
evidenced by the unemploy-
ment rates within the Black 
and Latino communities be-
ing 3.5 percent and 2.9 percent 
higher, respectively, than that 
of the white community. How 
can we expect minority com-
munities to create any long-
term economic success when 
every setback falls dispropor-
tionately harder upon them? 
Is the federal debt more im-
portant than the longevity of 
entire communities in nearly 
every corner of the United 
States? Even after the Great 
Recession, Black-owned busi-
nesses have still incurred far 
larger losses long term than 
those owned by other racial 
groups, predominantly white 
and Asian. Low wage labor-
intensive jobs such as retail 
and food service are dispro-
portionately worked by black 
and Latino employees, and 
these jobs have been revealed 
to be the most volatile markets 
during the pandemic. These 
jobs also often fail to include 
employee benefits, which has 
contributed to those who have 
lost their jobs facing challeng-
es obtaining housing, health-
care, food and many other life 
necessities, all of which are 
more important than ever dur-
ing this pandemic.

The increasing federal 
deficit is objectively con-
cerning, regardless of parti-
sanship. However, the need 
for stimulus to support the 
American people needs to 
be the priority in the nation’s 

capital right now. With cities 
and communities nationwide 
struggling to recover nearly 
a full calendar year after the 
first nationwide lockdown, 
placing humanitarian efforts 
above dollar signs is what 
needs to be done in Washing-
ton. There is a belief within 
America that there is a line 
drawn between econom-
ics and social responsibility, 
however, this is untrue, and 
quite frankly, dangerous to 
the future of our country. Al-
though federal debt may force 
the government into a budget 
squeeze for the foreseeable 
future, there certainly are 
places where money can be 
redistributed from. 

Take, for example, the 
military budget. Is $732 bil-
lion annually fiscally respon-
sible? It seems much more 
sensible to question why we 
are spending roughly the 
same amount as the next 10 
countries combined on our 
military than to question the 
necessity of a stimulus pack-
age that will save lives and 
promote economic growth. 
The military is just one ex-
ample of how the government 
bleeds funds, however. There 
are far more areas where mon-
ey can be taken from and put 
towards slashing the federal 
debt created by stimulus, but 
the reluctance to change from 
the “American way” contin-
ues to hold both people and 
congressional officials back.

With the lives of the 
American people weighing in 
the balance, it is time for Con-
gress to put their partisanship 
aside and look past the federal 
debt. Finances can be man-
aged, but lives are much more 
difficult to repair. The needs of 
the American people are clear 
more now than ever, there is 
no price on a life, not even the 
debts of the nation.
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The federal budget 
deficit debate

Sal Iovino
Staff Writer

Should the $15 increase 
in federal minimum wage 

be included in Biden’s 
$1.9 trillion stimulus bill?

The words “red scare” 
tend to conjure images of 
Joseph McCarthy, nuclear 
weapons and spies compro-
mising national security. 
It was a distinctive part of 
20th century America; a part 
of our cultural history as 
much as cowboy movies and 
rock music. Though the So-
viet Union’s dissolution un-
doubtedly abetted anxieties 
over communists infiltrating 
Washington, D.C., it seems 
that the media wants to spark 
a new fear campaign sur-
rounding China. Media re-
ports on China continuously 
paint the country as plotting 
against international cooper-
ation and attempting to curb 
the freedoms of foreign citi-
zens. A recent BBC article 
highlights this tendency can-
didly, conflating a new tech-
nology that would help ex-
pat Chinese citizens access 
their finances with a grander 
fear campaign of spying. 
Such media portrayals of 
China are highly problem-
atic and don’t provide proper 
historical context that would 
reveal the United States’ role 
in international aggression 
and disinformation.

Before continuing, I 
would like to make it clear 
that China is in no way an 
innocent actor in this situ-
ation. There is significant 
evidence that the Chinese 
government violates hu-
man rights amongst Uyghur 
people and stunts democratic 

movements in Hong Kong. 
This article is more focused 
on how American and West-
ern European media outlets 
portray China’s motives in 
technological development, 
international relations and 
economic trade. Reports 
from the BBC reveal that 
the Chinese government is 
working on a payment sys-
tem called Digital Currency 
Electronic Payment (DCEP). 
This payment system would 
help Chinese citizens abroad 
access their finances and al-
low non-citizens who work 
with China the ability to con-
duct business more efficient-
ly. The BBC tacitly argues 
that this currency could be 
used for spying on citizens. 
While this is one example 
of fear-mongering surround-
ing China, it nonetheless 
stands as a candid and pow-
erful example of how a lack 
of context influences how w 
perceive other countries.

The recent storm of fear 
surrounding China does not 
include conversations on 
how the United States gov-
ernment also interferes in 
international politics and 
conducts surveillance on cit-
izens. Articles like the one in 
the BBC attempt to make it 
seem like China will become 
a new evil empire akin to the 
Soviet Union, but simulta-
neously ignore how the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency has 
conducted covert operations 
to overthrow democratic 
governments in Indonesia, 
Iran, the Congo and a host of 
other countries. Without this 
context, it would seem that 

the United States is innocent 
in terms of interference and 
espionage against foreign 
citizens and countries. This 
is the vital context that is 
missing from these articles, 
and it allows the American 
reader’s imagination to run 
wild without consideration 
of how their government 
does the same thing.

My point is not simply 
to highlight the fact that 
America has done bad things 
in the past. Rather, I want to 
emphasize that media out-
lets are portraying China 
in a manner akin to the red 
scare. News articles like 
the one from the BBC make 
it seem that this is solely a 
China problem instead of a 
big-government one. Such 
reporting implies that block-
chain technology is good 
in the hands of American 
corporations but bad in the 
hands of the Chinese gov-
ernment. The new red scare 
pops up in articles over a 
wide range of subjects, es-
pecially concerning eco-
nomics and trade. Our skep-
ticism should not be directed 
only on one nation and not 
the other, but should rather 
be focused on the problems 
associated with strong cen-
tral governments that have 
the ability and drive to abuse 
new technologies. Hope-
fully, the media will change 
in the future to become more 
nuanced about this issue, 
but when sensation sells 
more clicks and papers than 
deep dives into nuance, such 
a hope becomes more of a 
pipe dream.

Are we living 
in the new Red 

Scare?
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After being sworn in 
just over a month ago, U.S. 
President Joe Biden is al-
ready pushing his first ma-
jor legislative initiative. The 
$1.9 trillion American Res-
cue Plan has been passed by 
the House and is on its way 
to the Senate. The legislation 
is facing some unfavorable 
responses for its minimum 
wage increase from $7.25 to 
$15 over the next four years.

Why would Ameri-
cans want federal minimum 
wage growth? Considering 
Biden has been working to 
increase the wage to $15 an 
hour since day one, the re-
moval or lack of a wage in-
crease in the package could 
spur distrust with the new 
administration. Although 
there may already be some 
incredulousness with the 
White House among the 
public, Biden has expressed 
his “disappointment in this 
outcome.” Biden’s disap-
pointment will propel him 
and other backers of the 
wage increase to address it 
in a bill that is separate from 
the $1.9 trillion package. 
Another package will likely 
come some time in the near 

future and the bill states that 
the federal minimum wage 
will increase gradually over 
the next four years. This al-
lows for the government to 
take a little bit of time in 
crafting the bill and find the 
right moment to enact it in 
the next few months.

Many Republicans and fi-
nancial experts have expressed 
concern in the need for such a 
large spending package, which 
has led to the call for remov-
ing the federal minimum wage 
bump. Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi said that she con-
cludes that the house will “abso-
lutely” pass the American Res-
cue Plan, even if it returns from 
the Senate without the minimum 
wage increase in it. So Republi-
cans and financial experts will 
be relieved in knowing that the 
package could be a little lighter 
without the increase.

Biden is aggressively 
pushing for this major leg-
islation to pass, part of a 
larger effort to revive a lag-
ging American economy by 
investing in demand. The 
plan includes payments of 
$1400 to most individuals 
and a $400 unemployment 
check per week for multiple 
months. There will also be a 
child tax credit to give fami-
lies up to $3600 per child 

over the year and $25 bil-
lion to help in covering rent 
payments. Also, $350 billion 
will go to state, local and 
tribal government relief, and 
$20 billion will go to CO-
VID-19 efforts, such as vac-
cine distribution and another 
$50 billion will go towards 
contact tracing and testing 
for the virus. Lastly, $170 
billion is reserved for K-12 
schools and higher education 
in an effort to cover reopen-
ing costs and student-aid.

So if all of this is to be 
compensated for, why can’t 
the federal minimum wage 
be included? This is due 
to the opposition by some 
members of Congress for 
the bill itself – especially 
the wage increase – and if it 
is included it may jeopardize 
the support of those mem-
bers and potentially the bill 
as a whole. 

As we near the end of the 
pandemic, Biden’s American 
Rescue Plan is necessary 
to boost the economy and 
hopefully will put the Unit-
ed States back on the path 
towards economic prosper-
ity. Admittedly, the federal 
minimum wage increase is 
essential to the wellbeing of 
individuals; the government 
has little time to waste.

Jessie Catellano
Staff Writer



The Seventh Street Cafe 
is a cherished spot on cam-
pus for students, professors 
and faculty alike. The quaint 
corner cafe holds the solution 
to early mornings, a caffeine 
crash, desire for a yummy 
snack and lively interactions 
with the hardworking baris-
tas. Terri Martin, a long-time 
Seventh Street Cafe barista, 
stands out for her hardwork-
ing attitude, ability to relate to 

students and knack for putting 
a smile on those who interact 
with her. 

“It is hard to believe I’m 
going on my eighth year at 
Bucknell, and I’ve loved every 
moment of it,” Martin said. The 
University has come to recog-
nize Martin through the Flyson, 
the Bison and, more recently, 
the Seventh Street Cafe. Many 
have seen her, made small 
talk with her and appreciated 
the coffee she makes without 
knowing her name. Those who 
have taken the time out of their 
day to get to know her, know 

of her kindness and great sense 
of humor.

Most, however, do not 
know that under her constant 
smile, Martin works hard to 
assure that the cafe is fully 
stocked and prepared before 
its opening at 7 a.m. each day. 
When asked about her favor-
ite parts of her job, Martin re-
sponded, “I love making the 
drinks and smelling the fla-
vors of the flavored coffee and 
working with the amazing stu-
dent workers.” Martin begins 
each work day with excite-
ment to meet new people and 

see “old friends,” and thus the 
contagious smile never leaves 
her face. 

Just last week, there was 
a basket of free Rice Krispie 
Treats at the counter near the 
register with a handwritten 
note that read: “Please take a 
treat and share my birthday 
with me!” Of course, it was 
Terri who went the extra mile 
to share her special day with 
all of her customers, whether 
they knew it or not. The basket 
was empty within an hour and 
hopefully she received as many 
birthday wishes as treats!

Tyne Miller
Contributing Writer

As with all aspects of 
University life, the COV-
ID-19 pandemic has changed 
the setting and nature of 
the Seventh Street Cafe. 
The menu boards above the 
counter, that usually feature 
hot sandwiches and desserts, 
now showcase a limited se-
lection of premade, frozen 
foods; as for the drinks, they 

are still supplying their fa-
mous milkshakes and ad-
dicting coffee/espresso bev-
erages. The small cafe space 
— which had always been 
known for being impossible 
to find a seat in due to the 
crowds of students study-
ing, eating and socializing 
in their booths and couches 
— now has most of its chairs 

turned upside-down on the 
tables to prevent anyone 
from staying. 

“We get less guests that 
come in. I miss lots of people 
that came in before COV-
ID-19. I miss seeing a lot of 
those guests that used to come 
in,” Martin said. Although the 
setting is not as vibrant as it 
once was, the upbeat music, 

strong coffees and Martin’s 
smile remain in-tact. 

A typical work day for 
Martin begins early in the 
morning, as she heads to the 
cafe to make sure everything 
is stocked and ready for cus-
tomers. She works the day 
shift five days a week, which 
she comments is the best 
shift to work. 

When asked about her 
past, Martin said, “That’s an 
interesting question!” She 
went on to explain that she 
“grew up all over the world,” 
and said, “I had the privi-
lege of being an army brat. I 
was born in Virginia but left 
there at a year old to go to 

Germany. I moved up here 
from York county 18 years 
ago.” On her days off, Martin 
spends time with her 4-year-
old granddaughter who puts 
that same smile on her face. 

Terri empathizes with 
the experiences of college 
students leaving home to find 

a new home on campus be-
cause of her own childhood 
experiences. “I think living 
in other countries and leav-
ing family behind made it 
easy for me to relate to the 
students on campus even 
at my advanced age. That, 
and I don’t act my age,” she 

said. Seventh Street regu-
lars know this through their 
conversations with Terri; the 
questions she asks and her 
thoughtful encouragement. It 
is not often that such an im-
pactful and comfortable ex-
change can come through a 
warm (or iced) cup of coffee.

During this interview, 
Martin expressed her gratitude 
and appreciation for the Uni-
versity community. She loves 
“the campus, but most of all 
the students. They are some of 

the greatest people I have ever 
had the privilege of getting to 
know.” During a time where 
social interaction is limited, it 
is refreshing to have individu-
als like Martin who make a 

point to connect with everyone 
they see. Through the thought-
ful ways Martin interacts with 
the students, professor and 
faculty who visit this cafe, the 
cafe has become more than 

just a cup of coffee or a snack 
to many. We should all learn 
one this one thing from this 
memorable barista: “There are 
so many things you can learn 
here you just have to listen.”

Still Connecting During Covid

Outside of Campus

The Best Barista

Terri Martin,Terri Martin,  
Seventh Street BaristaSeventh Street Barista
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